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Wait up! Walking 
isn’t easy with little 


; 
/ \ legs. I hope we stop | 


és a _/ and rest soon. 
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Do you live, 


® just like us 


learn, eat, and play 


with your family? 


Animals do, too! 


We are animals, just like elephants, 
monkeys, lions, bears, and hippos are 
animals. Like your parents, many 
animal parents take care of their 


children and make sure they’re safe. 


@ Which of our animal families 


Learning new skills and tricks is an 


important part of growing up. 
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Your mom and dad make sure 


you have the right foods to eat. 
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Animal parents often cuddle their 


babies, too, and play with them, and 
even make sure their faces and their 


fur are neat. About the only thing 


they don’t do is nag about homework! 


reminds you of your own? 5 


animal 
families 


Moms and dads together or apart, 


Cattle live in big groups called 
one child Or lots of children, close herds. Within one herd, many of 


friends or groups of relations— the calves might be related. They 


all play, rest, and eat together. 
they’re all families! 


wt 


rooster Z I live with my children 
and their mom, and I 
like to make sure they 


all behave themselves! 


More’s a crowd There are lots 


Do you ever go out of different human 
: 5 families, too. Some have 

with your friends 
one parent, some have 


family? These 


two, and some have 


young hippos are aunts, uncles, 


being pale huktee and grandparents 


as well. 
by two moms. 


He’s the boss 


Giraffe herds are often led by one 


or two strong males. All the females 


and children follow them. 


family | My 


There are all sorts of animal 
families with different ways 
of life. Here are a few: 


Raccoon mums raise their children 
alone. They leave them in the safest 
place they can find, like this cosy log. 


Dad’s turn 
If you were a seahorse dad, you would carry 
' eggs in a safe pouch on your body until 


| they’re ready to hatch as baby seahorses. 


\ é 
‘8 What’s life like in your far 


_ 


Left hens 


After a baby sea lion is born 


(this one is brand new), his 
mum takes care of him for 
only a few days before she 
needs to go off to find food. 


Amalesea © 
lion is called ~ __ 
a bull. He has 
lots of wives. 
After mating, 

he will go off 


and live alone. 


Turn and turn about 

Baby penguins are looked after 
all the time. Their parents 
leave to find food as well, but 
they take turns looking after 


their little one. 


new babies 


A baby is about the most exciting 
thing that can arrive in a family. 
Newborns are very small and weak, 


so their mums have to take extra- 


special care of them. 


cow and calf 


All worn out 
This tired mother 
lynx cuddles her new 


baby close and 
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shuts her eyes. 


Seven or eight baby 
blue-tits usually hatch 
at one time, so their 
mum and dad have lots 
of hungry new babies 
to look after. 


I hope he holds 
on really tight! 
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mum’s milk 


When they’re first born, lots of baby 
animals live on milk they get from their 


mummy. Later, babies grow big enough 


to eat grown-up food. 


orang-utans 


People drink milk 
from their mummy 
too. Some babies keep 
on doing this even 
after they’ve started 
eating solid food. 


Puma cubs are born blind and 


Jacob sheep deaf, so it’s a good thing they 


don’t have to look far for food. 


- & Mothers? milk j< best 


Liquid lunch 

Babies drink milk from their mum’s 
breasts. This hungry little sea cow 
(sometimes called a manatee) can 


even do it under water! 


My brothers and sisters and 
Tare all VERY hungry. 
Because mum sometimes 

has three babies, she has 
several breasts, or teats. I just 


hope there’s enough milk! 
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brothers 
and sisters 


How many brothers and sisters do 


you have? Animals often have lots 


Da codienat on —S 


pees and lots, and sometimes they are all 
Kittens love playing with 
their family. Three to five born at the same time! 


are normally born together. 


These little piggies... 
... live in a big family. Their mums usually pec 


have up to ten babies, or even more. 


ef 1s > 


Getting into mischi 


Sheep are a bit like people — 
they tend to have just one 


baby, or twins. 


Puppy love 

Big dogs like labradors can 
have up to 14 puppies at a 
time. What a lot of puppies! 


Full load 


mother goosander fit on her back? 


How many of her babies can this 


out for 


Mum likes 
us all to go 
exploring 


together. 


We can walk and swim as soon as 
we hatch out of our eggs. We like 
to waddle down to the pond with 

our mum, but I can’t always keep 

ee up with the other ducks. 


swan and cygnets 


=, (Gap 
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Sometimes my brother bumps into 
me (he says it’s an accident but 
I’m not sure). It’s OK, though — if 
I trip over, someone’s always there 


to make sure I’m all right. 
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home sweet home 


- Houses keep humans safe and warm, and 
a many animals build shelters too. One 

: S animal — the tortoise — even carries his 
3 house around with himon  ¢, 


ox > his back. It’s called a shell. 3 rabbit 


\, After bouncing 


around, I like to go 
to sleep in my cosy 
underground tunnels, 


called a warren. 


Tree houses 

Lots of birds build nests in 
hollow trees to keep their 
chicks safe. Using their beaks, 
the birds make soft beds out of 
twigs, leaves, moss, and 


anything else they can find. 


Each night I make 
myself a nest from | orang-utan 
leaves and branches % 


high in the treetops. 


I hope I don’t fall out! 


; in the trees. 
some live high up ei 19 


rise and shine 


It’s hard to get moving in 
the mornings when you feel 


warm and sleepy. Sometimes 


Baby red foxes (called cubs) wake up 
in the safety of a sheltered den. 
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Sniff sniff! 
The morning air 


smells funny. 


Even for a wild rabbit, there’s 


nothing like a good yawn 


and a stretch to start the day. 
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Animal mummies kiss and nuzzle their babies to 


make sure they feel close and safe. This process, 


»which is called “bonding”, continues 


__ all through childhood. ( ) 
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If anew mum doesn’t bond with her 


Safe smell 

After two or three days, a baby 
zebra (called a foal) knows its 
mum by her smell, her voice, 
and the way she looks. Until 


then, mum won’t let any other 
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member of the herd near. 


I get to know my 
mum by rubbing her 
furry face with my 
nose and licking it 


with my tongue. 


Beerrrr 


This tiny seal has just been born on the 
ice in Antarctica. Its mum will soon 
leave to find food. When she gets 
back, she’ll find her baby by its smell. 


| 


baby, she may not take care of it. 23 


neat and tidy 


Sometimes your mum helps you wash your 


face and hands and brush your hair, and 


— sometimes you do these things yourself. 


Animals like to be well groomed too. 


A mother red deer licks 


her baby, called a fawn. Wash time 
This licking comforts him This baby lemur has 
and keeps him neat. both his mum and his 


aunt to look after him. 
A quick lick and his face 


is nice and clean. | 


kittens 


Cats not only groom themselves, 


they also groom each other. If 

« « 
your kitten licks you, it means ce 
he likes and trusts you. “i. 


Why don’t 
Baboons spend lots children ever 


of time checking each clean their 


onay ? 
other’s fur. Tiny insects ears! 


crawl in it and cause . 
itching, so it’s good to 
have a friend to help 


dig them out. 


. taking a dip 


aa 
> There’s nothing elephants enjoy 


more than messing around in water 
holes. Once they get in, they don’t 


ever want to get out again! 


Elephants splash in © 
water to keep clean, 
to cool down, and to 


Sees” 


When they’re little, human babies 4 get rid of me tiny 

can’t control their arms and legs "a bugs that We on q 
very well. In the same way, a baby “7 : their skin. .° . 
elephant’s trunk is a bit floppy at first. *"Sceuge™ ) 


“GD Baby elephants REALLY LOVE 


I can suck up lots of 
water in my trunk, 
then curl it around 
and treat myself to 


a nice shower. 


to play in muddy water. 


mealtime 


Your mum might give you meat or rice 


' for your meals, but animal children can 
feed on grass, or nuts, or bugs. Birds 


even pop worms into their babys’ beaks. 


Family grazing 
These rhinos eat 
mostly grasses. Like 
cattle, they wander 
over the land, 


snacking as they go. 


Lots of creatures, and 
especially big cats, eat 
other animals. When 
lion cubs play roughly 
together, they’re learning 
how to hunt and kill. 


ne a 
If I can just 
get this nut 
wet 

open, we can have 
what’s inside for 
our supper. 
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eat your greens 


Some animals, like some humans, eat only 


plants — no fish or meat. The trouble with 
eating just vegetation is that you have to | 
eat a huge amount to give you all the 


energy you need. 


koala 


Reach for the grub 
Giraffes have long, long # Saye 
necks so they can chew 
the highest branches 
where no other animal 


can reach. aa 


Seeds, nuts, and 
vegetables are 
scrumptious! Do 
you think you could 
be a vegetarian too? 


30 


perfect place to 
pick up a snack. 
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gone fishing 


Yum, yum -— fish for supper! Do your parents buy fish 


from a shop and cook it for you? If young animals want 


fish to eat, they have to learn to catch it all by themselves. 


Otters catch and eat lots 
and lots of fish. This mum 
shows her pup how it’s done. 


Watch and learn Fish is 4 good for 
you as it is for baby 
Baby seals learn to catch fish when they’re a few ene 


weeks old, but they can swim almost as soon as your bones strong and 
they’re born. Their special mum’s milk puts on a strengthens your eyes, 


: brain, and heart too. 
thick layer of fat to keep them warm in water. 


= Fresh fish is very fast food — 


Keep watching the 
water — when a nice, 
fat salmon swims by, 
grab it! The hard part 


is standing on the 


slippery rocks 


without falling in. 
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and it’s really healthy, too! 33 


arry me mum 


| you were very small, your mum and dad 
@around. Animal parents carry 
sir babies too — on 
t back, in a pouch, 
in their teeth! 


I cling to mum’s 
back, even when 
she climbs 
eucalyptus trees 
to pick leaves 
for supper. 
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vse Little legs aren’t as strong as h; g 


A tiny wallaby stays in 

its mum’s pouch all the When human 
time. Even older babies children sit on grown- 
like to snuggle inside ups’ shoulders, we say 


when they get tired they’re having a 


of jumping. piggyback, but pigs 
don’t do this! 


Precious package 


When they’re babies, all cats — from 
lions to family pets — get carried in 
their mum’s teeth. She holds the 


skin on their neck very, very gently. 


Baby gorillas can’t 
walk far until they’re 
about nine months old. 
Until then, they hang 
on to their mum’s fur 


and ride on her back. 
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= <ometimes they need help, 


one 35 


hide and seek 


-. Certain animals are very hard to see, 
~. 


& 


. ff. because they blend in with their 


surroundings. Sometimes their 
disguise protects them from enemies, 
and sometimes it helps them hide so 


they can attack other animals. 
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Double duty 

Since his fluffy baby coat 
looks like grass, this young 
cheetah can hide from his 
enemies. When he grows up, 
he’ll hide from animals he’s 


hunting so he can pounce. 


Nobody will find us here 
— we can nibble all this 


tasty grass in peace. 


mountain goats 
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called camouflag u 
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hippo mum usually se just one baby at 
a time, and she keeps a very close eye on it 


for the first year of its life. 


_ Hippos are so heavy, 
they can walk along 
the bottom of lakes and 

rivers. They take their 
time, since adults can 

hold their breath for = 


about five minutes. 


Mum and I spend most 
of the day in the water — 
it keeps us cool in the 
hot sun. In the evening, 
when we get hungry, we 


come out to find food. 


There are lots of other 
animals in the river and 
on the shore, but I 
always feel safe with my 
mum close by. She shows 
me where to go and 


protects me from danger. 


2 
playtime 
» What’s your favourite time of day? 


Playtime of course! Animal babies love 


to play too — it’s an important part of 


orang-utan 


learning and growing up. 


Mummy! Look at me! 
I can stand on my own 
two feet. Do I look like 
a big grizzly bear yet? 


Chimpanzee trampoline 
Ready or not, here I come! This 
chimpanzee mum plays with her 

baby to show her love. Do you 


play with your mummy? 


Some play looks 
painful, but it’s mostly 


for show. A good scrap 7 : ~ 
helps babies learn 
how to hunt prey 


and survive in 


the wild. 


S kittens Slip, slide, and glide 


‘ 1) @ Emperor penguins never 
‘= ~ have to wish for snow! 
They have fun sliding on 


ice at the south pole! 


keep fit, and make friends. 4a 


‘climbing trees — 


Do you like climbing trees? Some 
| animals live in trees, play in trees, 
~ and find all their food in trees too. 


brown bear 


Scrambling up 
branches makes my 
muscles strong. When 
I grow up, I'll be too 
big to climb so high! 


This porcupine mum and 
baby climb trees to eat 
leaves and bark. If they eat 
too much, the tree will die. 


Playing in trees is good e: exercise — 


In the tree tops” 
Hairy three-toed sloths spe 
all their lives hanging around; I don’t like to move 


trees. They only come down once too fast. As long as I 


a week aameene droppings visit a tree or two day, 
I’m happy. 


as long as you don’t fall out! 


using tools 


In the same way that you use a spoon or a fork 
to pick up your food, chimpanzees use sticks to 


collect the insects they find so delicious. 
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I’m sure there 
-, '— are lots more 
fat juicy ants 


in here. 


— 


wr “ " : ~_ = = a wt “i Pe - e- 
a ee tow ee ind di ok —s 
ee a as 
nly the sm 
a Only artest animals are 


Chimps sometimes chew 
the end of a stick so it fits 
better into the holes of an 


ant colony or termite nest. 


é - rr. , 
> - Captive supper 


For easy access to tempting 


___ termites, it’s a good idea to sit 


right on top of their nest. b 


Apart from humans, 
only a few other 
animals use tools. 
Apes, monkeys, sea 
otters, and some 


birds use tools. 


ne to “tind and adapt tools, 


sending signals 
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Mummy where are you? Babies and parents P 
talk to each other in many ways. A lost 
penguin chick recognizes its mother’s voice 


from thousands of others. But baby-talk 


isn’t just about sound... 


Barking orders 
Seal mums grunt and touch to 
show love and protect their 


newborn babies. 
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Ab Parents use signals to comfort, 


Look out 

Playtime is safe with 
meerkat dad keeping 
watch. His children 
can tell just by the way 
he stands and looks 
that he’s watching 


over them. 


/ ihe _Clickety-click. | 


_. Listen to my 
songs and 


clicks and 


| 
| 
follow along. y, 


meerkats 


~watch me wobble « 


Almost all grass-eating animals — like horses and zebras 
— have to stand up on their feet in the first hour after 
they’re born. No wonder 
they’re a bit wobbly! 


It’s hard to keep 
your balance when 
your legs are so long 
and thin! 


Baby wildebeests need a 
lot of get up and go — 
their herds are always on 
the move, so they have 
to run about 20 minutes 


after they’re born. 
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follow my leader 


When groups of animals 
move from place to place, 
one adult usually leads the 
way. Babies and children 
follow along behind... 


Baby polar bears stay with mum when 
she goes off to find food. This outing 
is probably their first — and their 
mum’s first — since they were born. 


I’ve got all these 
chicks to look after 


— I hope nobody 
gets lost! 


This way everybody! 
The matriarch is the female elephant in 
charge of a herd. She takes the lead when 


the whole herd moves off to find water. 


proud parents 


Lions are the rulers of the jungle — fierce 


hunters that all the other animals are afraid 
of. When it comes to their children, though, 


mummy and daddy lions are big pussycats. 
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son mm? Sometimes human 


| vk babies hurt their 
x parents when they " 
Hello mum { 
don’t mean to, by i 
When it’s bonding with its mother, a baby lion scratching, or biting, ; 
crawls all over her, and enjoys a bit of friendly or poking. 


pushing and shoving too. 


52 Loving parents often allow 


CAREFUL - that’s 
not stroking, that’s 
scratching — and 


it hurts! 


a bit of naughtiness. 


I need a hug 


When you're tired, or sad, or frightened, 
a hug is the very nicest thing. Animals 
comfort their families too — in whatever 


way suits them best. 


There, there 
Elephants can’t aan each other like we 


These ring-tailed lemurs 


all want a hug from mum 
at the same time. in older sister’s reassuring 


ee A comforting cuddle always 


- 
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Pl look after my 
children for years 
after they’re born, 
and keep in touch 
with them for the 


rest of my life. 


® 
staying safe 
All through the animal kingdom, mothers and fathers 


do everything they can to keep their children safe. 


Their protection can take many different forms. 
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Eyes focussed 
Meerkat families search for food in the warm sunshine. 
Here, the little ones scour the ground in search of insects, 


while the grown-ups keep a protective watch. 


56 


polar bears 


When I feel scared, — 
I try to hide behind 
my mum’s big, 


furry body. 


If there is danger, shaggy 
muskoxen make a circle around 
their young. These parents are 


i Yad 
just moving into place. (se 
i 


—— 


time for bed 


Some baby animals sleep at night, some 
during the day. Some sleep in nests, some 


in trees — and some just find a nice bit 


of ground. 
dormouse We like to sleep 
during the day, 


when the sun is 
hot. During the 
cool night, we 


look for food. 
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In the tree tops 
Squirrel monkeys not only spend all 
day in the trees, they sleep there too. 
They have a special instinct, or sense, 


that stops them from falling off. 


Animals that are Baby owls (called 
active during the day owlets) sleep in 
and sleep at night (like trees too. These 
you and me) are called brothers and sisters 
diurnal. The ones that snuggle together 
sleep during the day are on a safe branch. 


called nocturnal. 
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the end 


Now you've seen how lots of _.4 =) @ 


animals live with their families. , » Bree . 
—- . 


Which baby animal did 
you like best? 
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’ gorilla 
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Please come and 


We're all off to find 
new feeding places, 
play in cool rivers and 
lakes, and explore the 


countryside! 


visit us again soon. 


glossary 


What does it all mean? Here are the meanings of some 


words that will help you learn about animal families. 


bonding whenaparent herd a large group matriarch the female 
and baby take time to of animals that travels in charge of a group 
know and love each other. together. of animals. 


breasts theareaofan instinct natural feeling nocturnal an animal 


animal that produces milk. animals have from birth that is awake at night and 
(rather than something sleeps during the day. 

brood a collection of they learn), which helps 

young animals cared for them survive. prey an animal that is 

at one time. hunted for food. 


mammal an animal 


colony a group of with fur that drinks its relatives members of a 
animals (like penguins) mother’s milk when it’s family, like brothers and 
that live closely together. a baby. sisters, uncles, and aunts. 
diurnal ananimal that mating whenamale teat the nipple of a 

is awake during the day and female come together female where a baby 


and sleeps at night. to produce babies. drinks milk. 
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learn and understand. 
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Young animals do just what children do. 


They have baths. 
They have dinner. 
And they play. 


Just like you! 


Elephants splashing around in the water, 
a monkey cuddling his mom, 
a kitten playing with her friend—see 
how animal families behave 
a lot like your family. 


Jacket images Front: Getty Images: Robert Harding World 
Imagery / Thorsten Milse. Back: Punchstock: digitalvision c. 
Corbis; Paul Souders cl. 


Printed in Singapore 


$12.99 USA Discover more at 
$13.99 Canada www.dk.com 


